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six. The government admitted the truth of this and said that Kronstadt
was in the hands of the mutineers, but was powerless to interfere.
The armed guard on the first of the newly armed American mer-
chant vessels, the St. Louisf consisted of twenty-one men of the United
States Navy, of whom two were Germans, seven Austrians, and the
Lieutenant in command was named Krauss.
Apr. 5. There was a private conference at the Home Office to-day
on the subject of the growth of anarchist and socialist movements and
their influence on strikes. I found a good deal of ignorant alarmism,
especially among the generals present. It was decided to leave all
the intelligence part of the work to me, and I undertook to furnish
trustworthy information.
Apr. 6. One effect of the Americans coming in (the United States
entered the war to-day) is that we are now to comply with their
repeated request for the surrender of Franz von Rintelen.* This man
was taken off a ship when travelling with a false American passport
and brought to Scotland Yard in the summer of 1915. In my absence
Captain Hall interrogated him and got him to admit his identity.
They then talked about the North Sea battle. Hall twitted him with
having missed the Queen Mary so narrowly. He retorted that if the
Queen Mary had gone on a little further she would have encountered
the mine. He then asked Hall what he thought had become of one of
their raiding cruisers. Hall pointed to the floor, implying that she
was sunk.
"Yes," said Von Rintelen, "but how?" Hall would not explain,
but he believed that she was scuttled.
Von Rintelen was concerned in the Mexico troubles against the
United States. Twice the American Government asked to have him
sent over, but would not give a guarantee that he would not be
repatriated if the prosecution failed. The proposal was dropped, and
Von Rintelen was interned in Donnington Hall, but it was revived
immediately on the declaration of war. Bell, of the American Embassy,
applied to me on Wednesday, and I got the consent of the War Office
and Admiralty in time to get him off on the I4th, a record performance
in these days.
* See May 27,1915.